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Minutes of the Standards and Ethics Committee 

County Hall, Worcester, WR5 2NP  

Thursday, 16 March 2023, 2.00 pm 

Present: 
 
Cllr Bob Brookes (Chairman), Cllr Dan Boatright, Cllr David Chambers, 
Cllr Laura Gretton, Cllr Marcus Hart, Cllr Steve Mackay and Cllr Mike Rouse 
 
Also attended: 
 
Independent Person: Raymond Needham 
 
 
Available papers 
 
The members had before them:  
 

A. The Agenda papers (previously circulated); and 
 

B. The Minutes of the meeting held on 27 April 2022 (previously 
circulated). 

 
308 Apologies and Named Substitutes (Agenda item 1) 

 
Apologies were received from Murray Mylechreest, Cllr Dan Morehead, and Dr 
Philip Whiteman. 
 
Cllr Marcus Hart substituted for Cllr Dan Morehead. 
 

309 Declarations of Interest (Agenda item 2) 
 
None. 
 

310 Public Participation (Agenda item 3) 
 
None. 
 

311 Confirmation of Minutes (Agenda item 4) 
 
RESOLVED that the meeting held on 27 April 2022 be confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
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312 Local Government Association Member Code of Conduct 

(Agenda item 5) 
 
The Committee considered the Local Government Association Member Code 
of Conduct. 
 
In the ensuing debate, the following points were made: 
 

• It was clear that as Redditch Borough Council and Wyre Forest District 
Council had adopted different versions of the LGA Code to the other 
district councils, the concept of a pan-Worcestershire Code was 
redundant 

• It was important that the version of the Code agreed by this Committee 
could be adopted by full Council unanimously 

• It would be sensible to recommend the adoption of the LGA Model 
Member Code of Conduct as it had been adopted by many other 
authorities nationally 

• There were a number of changes included in the local version that 
appeared unnecessary. For example, the section in the local version 
relating to respect included an extra paragraph which added no value to 
the wording in the LGA Model Code. In relation to Other Registerable 
Interests, the inclusion of the word “not” had completely altered the 
meaning from the LGA Model Code in terms of the need to register an 
interest if a councillor was nominated or appointed by the authority to a 
position of general control or management 

• Raymond Needham, an Independent Person welcomed the proposal to 
adopt the LGA Model Member Code of Conduct as it enabled a 
consistent approach to the investigation of complaints against 
councillors across councils. 

 
RESOLVED that the LGA Model Member Code of Conduct be 
recommended for adoption by full Council as the County Council’s Code 
of Conduct. 
 
 

 
The meeting ended at 2.15pm. 

 

 

Chairman ……………………………………………. 
 
 
 
 


